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Presidentôs Report to the AGM  

 

 

The past year has been a year of advancement for the Lake Country Heritage and Cultural Society and its major project, 

the operation of the Lake Country Museum and Archives.  

 

We have rotated numerous exhibits at the Museum and have mounted satellite exhibits at the Municipal Hall and at 

George Elliot Secondary School. As part of our community outreach we have collaborated with the Oyama Community 

Club to upgrade the Memorial Hall with the addition of proper lighting, historical panels and exhibition cases. The Lec-

ture Series Committee assisted with this outreach effort by offering four lectures this year. We maintain an active inter-

net presence through our website, Blog, Facebook page and YouTube channel. My hope is that we will be more actively 

involved in placing historical markers around the community at strategic places where residents and tourists gather. Pel-

mewash Parkway and the new CN corridor are obvious places to erect interpretative kiosks.  

 

Our Archivist, Laura Neame and two or three committed volunteers are busy rationalizing and cataloguing our collec-

tion. Work is continuing on conserving and accessioning the large Rainbow Ranche Collection and numerous smaller 

collections that continue to appear. Interviews with pioneers and with Lake Country artists are adding much value to our 

archival collection.  

 

In our community programming efforts I am particularly impressed with the Oral Histories of Lake Country Artists project 

and the resulting documentary film featuring twelve local artists. This is an example of a fruitful collaboration between the 

LCMA and the Lake Country Art Gallery, UBC Okanagan, ARTSCO, and the Lake Country ArtWalk and Public Art com-

mittees. Another project that is ñgathering speedò is our History Pin project. This will be an important component in the 

planned Heritage Driving Tour that will be ready for the summer season. 

 

Planning is well under way for a major collaboration with the Okanagan Indian Band to present a number of events celebrat-

ing the history of the Okanagan First Peoples in this region. The Museum will exhibit a large number of Syilx artifacts, hope-

fully to include those excavated at the village site at the foot of Pretty Road. 

 

The Lake Country Heritage and Cultural Society is generously supported by the District of Lake Country, for which we 

are appreciative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duane Thomson 

President 

Lake Country Heritage and Cultural Society 

April 9th, 2015 

 

 



 

 

The Lake Country Heritage and Cultural Society  

Lake Country Museum and Archives 

2014 Highlights 
 

 

This year the Lake Country Museum celebrates thirty years as a community museum and archives. The Museum, located 

at the shore of Lake Okanagan, houses artefacts, archival photographs, and collections from the District of Lake Coun-

tryôs earliest days. The main building of the Museum is a historic two-room schoolhouse, where students were taught 

from 1932 to the mid-1980s. The museum also includes the Annex, an outdoor exhibit area, and the Wentworth Cabin, 

built by Cyril and Joseph Wentworth in 1906 and relocated to the Museum grounds in 1998. The Lake Country Museum 

and Archives are open year round. Admission is by donation.    

 

 

Staff/Volunteers 

The LCMA currently has two part-time staff, Curator, Dan Bruce, (2 days/month) and Man-

ager, Shannon Jorgenson (16 hours/week).  The LCMA employed two summer students in 

2014, Lucas Anderson and Mark Gill, with wages partially paid through HRDC Canada 

Summer Jobs funding. From January through May, 2014 the LCMA staffed a Directed 

Study intern through the University of British Columbia, Okanagan Campus (Faculty of 

Creative and Critical Studies. Shea McMartin worked as community liason and interviewer 

with the Oral Histories of Lake Countryôs Artists project.   

 

In 2015, the LCMA plans to have two full-time summer students again from mid-May through August.    

 

 

The LCMA has an active, working Board of 13 and an additional 18 regular volunteers, without whom the Museum 

could not operate.   

 

  Volunteer hours for 2014 = 3695 hours 

Volunteer hours for 2013 = 3029.5 hours 

Volunteer hours for 2012 = 2294 hours  

Volunteer hours for 2011 = 1905 hours   

 

The Lake Country Museum opened seven days a week through the summer of 2014 (mid-May 

through Labour Day).  During the winter months, the Museum was open three days a week, on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays. The Museum also opened additional days on request for 

school tours, researchers, and UBCO student teachers.   

 

The Ok Patio Caf®, operated by a lessee, was open seven days a week, weather permitting, from 

mid-May through Labour Day.  

 

Total recorded visitors to the Museum in 2014 were 1874. The number declined from 2013 as we 

did not feature a special exhibition last year.   

  

  Visitors in 2013 = 2436 

Visitors in 2012 = 1849 

Visitors in 2011 = 1533  

Visitors in 2010 = 1459 

 

 

One of the LCMAôs ongoing goals is to continue to increase visitorship to the Muse-

um. This is being accomplished through special exhibitions, community workshops 

and public lectures, partnerships, and increasing community awareness through our 

website, Facebook page, and print media. 



 

 

Membership 
The LCHCS recently completed a review of its membership in an effort to ensure that the list 

of members and their contact information is current and that members are apprised of the 

benefits of membership.  A new Constitution and Bylaws came into effect after they were 

adopted at the 2014 AGM.  Members now are those who, because they have made a contri-

bution to the Society, have been offered membership. Membership is ongoing and 

free.  Members are entitled to attend the Annual General Meeting to:  approve minutes of the 

previous Annual General Meeting; move, amend, and vote on motions; pass annual reports; 

approve the next yearôs budget; and nominate and elect directors and table 

officers of the Society.  Members include directors, volunteers, municipal 

council, those who have been interviewed as part of the Oral Histories of 

Lake Countryôs Artists and the Oral Histories of Lake Country's Pioneers 

projects, plus many others who have contributed in innumerable ways to the 

Society.    

 

 

Collections & Archives   
Through its exhibits and archives, the Museum tells the story of the District of Lake Country and its four wards of Win-

field, Oyama, Carrôs Landing, and Okanagan Centre. The Museumôs artefacts include items relative to the Okanagan 

First Nations, histories of the orchard, wine, and ranching industries, turn of the century living, and collections from the 

early Japanese community. The outdoor exhibits include an antique pleasure boat, farm wagons, ploughs, and the 1906 

Wentworth Cabin. The Archives currently house over 4000 photographs, a large collection of manuscripts, ledgers, 

maps, library books, and a full collection of the Lake Country Calendar. The Museumôs collection of over 4300 artefacts 

is either on display or in storage and rotated on exhibit. The majority of items in the collection has been donated by local 

residents.        

 

The LCMA collection continues to grow, with donations of primary documents, photographs, and objects important to 

Lake Countryôs history and development. These include the original ledgers and documents of the Rainbow Ranche, the 

Winfield Farmerôs Institute, the letters of Dorothea Allison and photo albums of George Goulding, an Oyama pioneer. 

 

Exhibits  

Ongoing work and exhibit rotation took place throughout the year. The Muse-

umôs permanent exhibits in 2014 featured The Store exhibit, the Harvey Insect 

Collection, a First Nations showcase, pioneer Northcote Henry Caesar, Sigh Ko-

bayashi, ceramics, and tools and equipment of the early ranching and orchard 

industries.    

 

Charles Sydney Goldman Exhibit 

Charles Sydney Goldman was perhaps one of the Provinceôs most enigmatic historic figures. A German of Jewish ances-

try, he left Germany for England, where he married the granddaughter of Sir Robert Peel. His next move was to South 

Africa, where he made a fortune in ostrich farming and gold mining. A major in the British forces during the Boer War, 

he assisted Winston Churchill as a war correspondent. He then moved to British Columbia, where he founded Nicola 

Stock Farm (now Nicola Ranch) in Merritt. He wrote a lengthy account of the Boer War, edited and translated several 

other historic works, as well as being a collector of Pre-Raphaelite art. One of his legacies still 

enjoyed by the public is Monck Provincial Park on the shore of Nicola Lake.  

 

Satellite Exhibits  

The LCMA featured eight satellite exhibits at the Municipal building through 2014. Exhibits 

included Winter Sports, The China Cabinet, Spring Chicks, Oyama, The Medicine Chest, 

Preserving the Harvest, The Fire Department, and Christmas Toys. 

 

The LCMA also maintains satellite exhibits at George Elliot Secondary School and at the Lake 

Country Community Complex. 

 

 


