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We respectfully acknowledge that the land on which the Lake Country Museum is 

situated, where this lesson was developed, is on the unceded territory of the Syilx 

(Okanagan) Peoples.  
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Social Studies Grade 11: Residential Schools 

Learning Experience 

 Students will be able to reflect on how Canada’s policies and treatment of 
Indigenous peoples in residential schools and how it contributed to the 

attempted genocide of Indigenous Peoples and the assimilation of culture.  

 

Lesson plan created using the book “Take the Indian Out of the Child – Syilx Okanagan experiences in 

the violent and forced assimilation of Indian residential schools.” By the Okanagan Nation Alliance. 

 

 

Intention 

 

Students will learn about the history of Canada’s past with discrimination and 

the effects it caused. Further, students will be able to think critically about the 

implications it may have caused today, or if there are any current events they 

can draw from.  

 

Objective 

The objective of this lesson is to help bring awareness to Canada’s 

multicultural history and to gain insight on the past.   

 

 

The story 

In the early 1900s, Chiefs across Canadian – including Syilx Okanagan 

Chiefs – advocated for Indian land rights, a fight still ongoing today. In the 

1920s, Canada changed the Indian Act making it more challenging for 

Indigenous peoples to claim their land. One of the policies included in the 

amendment was to make hiring lawyers for land claims illegal for Indigenous 

peoples. Any lawyer who did represent them could face fines or even 

jailtime. The 1920s amendment also made it mandatory for Indigenous 

children between the ages of 7 and 15 to attend residential schools.  

The residential school system began in Canada in the 1800s but it was not 
until 1920 that attendance was compulsory across the country. Survivors 
describe residential schools as less about educating the students and more 
about separating children from their families and culture. Education was 
mainly focused on religion and labour that kept the schools running; 
including cooking, laundry, farm work and building repairs.  
 
The story of Hazel Squakin a student at Kamloops Residential School: 
“My treatment while I was at the residential school was very severe. They 
tried to knock the language out of my head. Told me I was a sinner. A bad 
person. Dirty and a heathen. I can almost feel the strap, and the ruler and the 
mouth washing because I spoke my language. They sexually abused us. The 
nuns and priests and brothers were supposed to take care of us; instead they 
whipped us, The food and clothes were not adequate to meet our needs. The 
only time they would feed us properly was when some inspector was coming 
to see how they were treating the children. Our winter clothes had holes in 
them. I went there for six or seven years and yet they never changed their 
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method of feeding us or anything/ They continued whipping us. All the time I 
went to school there they didn’t encourage me in any as a student ... These 
stories about residential school were secret at one time. Those priests and 
nuns tried many things to degrade us and shame us into silence. But now our 
stories are being told. We were taken against our will and the will of our 
parents” (Hazel Squakin in “Take the Indian out of the Child” by The 
Okanagan Nation Alliance, 2018). 
 
Or see YouTube video of Hazel telling her story: 
https://youtu.be/2lmPqVtAhrY?si=_9PqYi-wztirtsre 
 

Historical 

Context 

(For teacher 

background) 

In the Okanagan Valley, most children who were gathered and taken to 

residential schools ended up at Kamloops Indian Residential School or the 

Indian Residential school in Cranbrook. Both schools were run by the 

Catholic church and overseen by the government of Canada. The stories of 

survivors discuss the poor treatment, sexual abuse, and oppression they faced 

on a daily basis. When discussing this topic with your class, it is important to 

create a space were students feel safe discussing this information and feel like 

they have someone they can talk to. It is also important to be aware of you 

student's backgrounds and who may have family who were affected by Indian 

Residential Schools. If this is the case for your classroom, we suggest having 

a conversation with your school's Indigenous advocate in advance to ask for 

their advice on how to best assist students with this in your school.  

 

Suggested reading: Take the Indian Out of the Child – Syilx Okanagan 

experiences in the violent and forced assimilation of Indian residential 

schools. By the Okanagan Nation Alliance. 

 

 

Activity 

Activity 1: Hazel’s Story  

Either read out the story of Hazel Squakin or print the worksheet below for 

students to read themselves. Warn students that the content includes mention 

of sexual assault and violence.  

 

Highlight the following lines to draw student attention to word choice:  

- “They tried to knock the language out of my head.” 

- “Told me I was a sinner. A bad person. Dirty and a heathen.”   

- “Those priests and nuns tried many things to degrade us and shame us 

into silence.” 

 

Use the graphic organizer below for written responses. We suggest also or 

instead, leading the class in a discussion about word choice. Hazel’s 

description of her time in residential school focuses heavily on the idea that 

https://youtu.be/2lmPqVtAhrY?si=_9PqYi-wztirtsre
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they tried to teach her that her culture was wrong, and she was punished for 

using it. How does this relate to the big idea that destruction of peoples and 

their culture was intentional? 

 

 

Activity 2: Timeline 

The goal of this activity is to focus on the other part of the big idea that 

destruction of culture is not inevitable. Below you will find a graphic 

organizer with points in time specific to Lake Country as well as from the 

Syilx Okanagan Timeline published by the Okanagan Nation Alliance. 

Students need to include dates important to Lake Country as well as 4-6 

additional dates from the Syilx timeline.  

Show students the attached timeline of Syilx history and have the students 

pick out four to six examples of the intentional destruction of culture. On the 

timeline, students should include the date, event, and a brief explanation as to 

why/how this event relates to the destruction of culture.  

Students must choose two of the dates from the Syilx timeline and unpack 

them further. Students must explain WHY they chose those points in 

relationship to the prompt of “how does this event demonstrate the 

intentional destruction of culture?” 

Teacher tip: provide students with a digital version of the timeline and create 

a handful of print outs which can be reused with future classes.  
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This timeline can be done on paper or online using programs like Google 

Drop. 

 

 

Further 

Inquiry 

Map – rent from district library (if available) 

Field Trip Suggestions: 

Lake Country Museum & Archives: 

The Lake Country Museum & Archives has many different displays that help 

to shape the narrative of the stories and history of the Okanagan. The 

museum’s website also has many great resources and more stories that can 

help lend to many lessons. 

https://www.lakecountrymuseum.com/ 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.lakecountrymuseum.com/
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Hazel’s Story Assignment 

Name:                                                                                                     Date:  
 

                                                                                                                 Block: 

 
“My treatment while I was at the residential school was very serve. They tried to knock the language out of my 
head. Told me I was a sinner. A bad person. Dirty and a heathen. I can almost feel the strap, and the ruler and 
the mouth washing because I spoke my language. They sexually abused us. The nuns and priests and brothers 
were supposed to take care of us; instead they whipped us. The food and clothes were not adequate to meet our 
needs. The only time they would feed us properly was when some inspector was coming to see how they were 
treating the children. Our winter clothes had holes in them. I went there for six or seven years and yet they 
never changed their method of feeding us or anything. They continued whipping us. All the time I went to 
school there they didn’t encourage me in any way as a student.  
 
[...] 
 
These stories about residential school were secret at one time. Those priests and nuns tried many things to 
degrade us and shame us into silence. But now our stories are being told. We were taken against our will – and 
against the will of our parents. 
 
We were taken to a place where there was no one to protect us. We were mistreated and sexually abused at 
their hands and yet no one stopped them. The church and the government knew and yet they protected those 
priests that were guilty. Why would they do that? For me, all these things come to mind when someone says: 
Tell me your life story.” 
 

- As shared by Hazel Squakin, Former student at the Indian Residential School in Kamloops in “Take the Indian 
Out of the Child: Syilx Okanagan experiences in the volent and forced assimilation of Indian Residential 
Schools” by the Okanagan Nation Alliance.  

 
 

 
Read the following three quotes from Hazel’s story. Identify any words that have negative or positive 
connotations (also known as implications) and explain what those connotations are. 
 

“They tried to knock the language out of my head”   
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“Told me I was a sinner. A bad person. Dirty and a heathen.”     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Those priests and nuns tried many things to degrade us and shame us into silence.”   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hazel’s description of her time in residential school focuses heavily on the idea that residential school tried to 
teach her that her culture was wrong, and she was punished for simply being Indigenous. How does this relate 
to the big idea that destruction of peoples and their culture was intentional? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Name:                                                                                                                                         Block: 

Date:   
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Lake Country Timeline 

Instructions: Choose 4-6 the dates from the Syilx timeline that you think are examples of intentional destruction of 
culture. On the timeline, include the date, event, and a brief explanation as to why/how this event relates to the 
destruction of Indigenous culture. 
 
Syilx timeline – Read through the timeline and choose 
four to six events that you think show the intentional 
destruction of Indigenous culture. 
 
Record the dates here: 
 

 ____________________ 
 

 ____________________ 
 

 ____________________ 
 

 ____________________ 
 

 ____________________ 
 

 ____________________ 

Other important dates to include: 
 

 1877 the Joint Indian Reserve Commission 
created the Okanagan Commonage Reserve. 

 1893, the Canadian government began to 
auction off the land and the Indian reserve 
Commission began working to establish a 
new reserve on the northwest side of 
Okanagan Lake. 

 1899, the Indian Reserve Commission 
established a new reserve on the Northwest side 
of Okanagan Lake.   

 2000, Land claim over the Commonage is 
accepted by the Canadian government for 
negotiation. 

 2008 Land claim dispute over the commonage 
is denied with the decision that the Canadian 
government has “no lawful obligation found.”  
 

 

 

Explain two of your choices for the timeline. How do these events demonstrate the intentional destruction of culture?  
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